
EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 

1.0 The rate structure for booking of Parcel & Luggage traffic was 
rationalized during the year 2006. Instead of earlier commodity based 
rates structure, a new concept of service based rate structure for 
booking of parcel traffic was introduced.   

  
2.0 For booking of luggage traffic, “Scale-L” shall be uniformly applicable 

under all types of Services/trains except in case of less patronized 
trains.   
 

2.1 There will be three Scales namely, Scale-R, Scale-P, Scale-S for 
charging of freight for booking of parcel traffic under different types of 
parcel service.   
 

2.2 The type of service and scale applicable for booking of Parcel traffic 
under the different categories of service shall be as under:-   

 

Type      
of  train 

 
Category of service Scale 

applicable 
for Parcel 
booking  

Scale 
applicable 

for Luggage 
booking  

(i) A Rajdhani/Shatabdi & Duronto train 
whose utilization of Brakevan is more 
than 60% at the originating station and 
which has been leased out at scheduled 
rates  

 
 

Scale – R* 

 
 

Scale – L 

(ii) A Rajdhani/Shatabdi & Duronto train 
whose utilization of Brakevan is more 
than 60% at the originating station and 
which has been not leased out at 
scheduled rates  

 
 

Scale – R* 

 
 

Scale – L 

(iii) A Rajdhani/Shatabdi & Duronto train 
whose utilization of Brakevan is less than 
60%  at the originating station and which 
has been leased out at scheduled rates  

 
 

Scale – R* 

 
 

Scale – L 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
Rajdhani/ 
Shatabdi/ 
Duronto 
Express 
trains 

(iv) A Rajdhani/Shatabdi & Duronto train 
whose utilization of Brakevan (SLR) is 
less than 60% and it has not been 
leased out at scheduled rates  

 
 

Scale – P 

 
 

Scale – P 

Note:- (*) While calculating rates for Rajdhani/Shatabdi/Duronto Trains, Parcel rates shall  
    be charged 25% over the Scale-R rates. 



 

Type      
of  train 

 
Category of service Scale 

applicable 
for Parcel 
booking  

Scale 
applicable 

for Luggage 
booking  

(i) A train whose utilization of Brakevan is 
more than 60% at the originating station 
and which has been leased out at 
scheduled rates  

 
 

Scale – R 

 
 

Scale – L 

(ii) A train whose utilization of Brakevan is 
more than 60% at the originating station 
and which has not been leased out at 
scheduled rates  

 
 

Scale – R 

 
 

Scale – L 

(iii) A train whose utilization of Brakevan is 
less than 60%  at the originating station 
and which has been leased out at 
scheduled rates  

 
 

Scale – P 

 
 

Scale – L 

 
 
 
 
 

All 
trains 

 
 

(iv) A train whose utilization of Brakevan 
(SLR) is less than 60% at the 
originating station and it has not been 
leased out at scheduled rates  

 
 

Scale – S 

 
 

Scale – S 

 
2.3 These rates shall be applicable to non-leased parcel traffic booked 

through Railway by various rail-users for transportation of their 
piecemeal consignments through train service Brakevans or Parcel 
Vans (non-leased). 

 
2.4 The originating zonal railways may identify, categorize and notify all 

trains for each direction separately as applicable for the purpose of 
charging of freight for the booking of luggage and parcel traffic 
accordingly. 
 

2.5 The minimum freight for non-lease Parcel Vans (VPHs/VPs/VPUs etc.) 
for which indents have been placed by the parties, shall be charged at 
‘Scale-P’ even when attached  by trains, which come under the 
category of ‘Standard Parcel Service’ at Scale-S. 
 

2.6 All types of Special Parcel trains shall be charged at Scale-P. 
 

2.7 All animals including Wild animals & Birds in Parcel Vans and Brake 
Vans shall be charged uniformly at Scale-L +25% irrespective of the 
category of the trains. No free allowance shall be permissible in case of 
booking of animals/birds as Luggage. 

 
2.8 Methodology for determining the percentage utilization of train:  

 
While determining the percentage utilization of train, the originating 
zonal railway shall consider the overall utilization of Brakevan (SLR) at 
the originating station as well as other stations on the run of the train 
falling within the jurisdiction of same originating zonal railway, subject 
to all such stations falling within a maximum of one third (1/3) 
distance of the total route kilometer of the entire journey of the train.  



 
However, it may not be necessary to include the utilization of the 
Brakevan (SLR) of a train of all the stations falling within the 
jurisdiction of originating zonal railway. Once the overall utilization 
crosses the benchmark of 60% utilization of the Brakevan (SLR) of a 
train, this exercise need not be continued and the classification of 
train for the purpose of booking of parcel traffic may be revised. 
 
Annual  reviews (based on last 12 months data) may be  conducted for 
the period upto  31st January  in order to account for  changes in the 
percentage utilization of Brakevan (SLR) and the status of leasing.   
 

3 There is no restriction on booking of personal luggage or merchandise 
luggage by any train. However, luggage in owner charge in the 
passenger compartment beyond the prescribed free allowance shall be 
charged at 1.5 times the luggage rate (Scale-L).  
 

4 Registered Newspapers & Magazines will continue to be booked at 
concessional rates uniformly at 45 percent of Scale-S by all trains 
including Rajdhani trains.  
 

5 Minimum distance for charge for all parcels, except registered 
Newspapers and Magazines, is 50 kilometers and the minimum charge 
is Rs. 30.00.  
 

6 Minimum distance for charge for the registered Newspapers and  
Magazines is 250 kilometers and the minimum charge  
is Rs. 2.00.  
 

7 The maximum permissible weight and dimensions of any  
package/article which can be accepted for booking,  
except by previous arrangement, are as under :-  
 

 Maximum  Maximum  
 Weight  Dimensions  

Broad Gauge  150 Kgs  2.0 meters X 1.5 meters  

  X 1.25 meters  

Meter Gauge  150 Kgs  2.0 meters X 1.5 meters  

  X 1.25 meters  

Narrow Gauge  125 Kgs  1.5 meters X 1.07 meters  

  X 1.00 meters  

 
8 Parcels will be charged either by actual weight or by weight derived on 

volumetric basis, whichever is higher. For this purpose, each 28.00 
cubic decimeters of volume, or its fraction, will be computed as 
equivalent to 4.00 kilograms.  
 

9 Any package whose weight exceeds 100 kilograms or whose outside 
measurements exceed 1.0 meter X 1.0 meter X 0.7 meter will be 
treated as bulky article and charged at double the normal rates. 
However, a tolerance of 10% in anyone outside dimension is 



permissible provided its weight on volumetric basis does not exceed 
100 kilograms.  
 

10  In the case of  parcels in transit, its unloading from a train and re-
loading the same into another train at any intermediate station  is not 
permitted.  
 

11 One transhipment of parcels is, however, permitted for booking via 
break-of-gauge station. In such cases, freight will be charged at higher 
of the two rate scales applicable for the entire distance from the 
booking point to the destination point.  
 

12 Booking of parcels "To & From" intermediate stations of a train is 
permitted only if that particular train stops at those intermediate 
stations for 5 (five) minutes or more. However, this restriction is not 
applicable to Ordinary Passenger trains & Luggage traffic. 
 

13 Train-wise/station-wise loading programme of parcels by different 
trains and railway stations should be notified and prominently 
displayed for the information of the staff and public.  
 

14 Loading of Parcels should be done strictly as per the train-
wise/station-wise loading programmes circulated by zonal railways 
and other conditions applicable to booking and carriage of parcels 
traffic.  
 

15 Rates in these tables are published upto 3500 Kilometers under Scale-
R and upto 5000 Kilometers under Scale-L, Scale-P and Scale-So The 
rates for distances beyond 3500 Kilometers under Scale-R will be 
calculated by adding to the rate for 3500 Kilometers the amount of 
variation between the rates in the distance slabs of 3401-3450 
Kilometers and 3451-3500 Kilometers, for every 50-Kilometer slab 
beyond 3500 Kilometers.  
 

16 Similarly, the rates for distance beyond 5000 Kilometers under Scale-
L, Scale-P and Scale-S will be calculated by adding to the rate for 5000 
Kilometers the amount of variation between the rates in the distance 
slabs of 4901-4950 Kms and 4951- 5000 Kilometers, for every 50-
Kilometer slab beyond 5000 Kilometers.  
 

17 In case of any disparity in English and Hindi version, the English 
version shall prevail. 
 
 
 

***** 
 
 

 


